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AMID CLAIMS OF UNPROFESSIONALISM

Probe excise
policy casein
fair manner,

court tellsED

ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 3

ADELHI judge Thursday warned
the Enforcement Directorate
(ED)toinvestigate alleged irreg-
ularities in the Delhi excise pol-
icy caseinafairmanner after the
lawyers for Sameer Mahendru,
managing director of the
Indospirit group, levelled allega-
tions of unprofessional behav-
iour by agency officials during
questioning of his employees.
Mahendru was arrested by
the ED in September and is one
of the 15 people named in the
CBIFIRin the case. The ED has al-
leged that Mahendru was one of
the kingpins who defeated the
policy’s objectives, and was al-
legedly involved in bribery.
Mahendru’s lawyers told
Special Judge N K Nagpal that his
employees were called for ques-
tioning every day, and that “half of
them had resigned as the ED was
“using tremendous force”. The
employees were asked to join the
investigation early morning at
short notice, they alleged. “Every
day, from midnight to 1 am they
are let off. There are women em-
ployeesalso. They are being forced
tobe here. First thing they do, they
take you to the cell and say they
will book you here,” alleged
Mahendru’s lawyer in court.
“They are in the doldrums.
Twenty people in the lower staff

—— BRIEFLY —

DU admissions:
64k students
lock their seats

afterround 2

New Delhi: With the sec-
ond round of undergradu-
ate admissions at Delhi
University coming to an
end Thursday, around
64,000 students have
been admitted across pro-
grammes and colleges.
During round one of the
admissions, a total of
59,100 students had been
admitted. During the sec-
ond round of allotments,
9,439 of these candidates
were “upgraded” to col-
lege-course combinations
higher on the preference
list because of vacancies.
In addition to this, 5,797
new candidates had com-
pleted their admissions as
of 730 pm Thursday.

Water supply
tobeaffected
inGurgaon

from Monday

Gurgaon: Water supply
will be suspended fora day
in several upscale parts of
Gurgaon from 10 am on
Monday to 10 am on
Tuesday, according to a
statement from Gurugram
Metropolitan
Development Authority.
The statement said this is
because a 600 mm
pipeline from boosting sta-
tion in Sector 16 is being
shifted on account of an
NCRTC project.

Two held for
smuggling
liquor to Bihar

New Delhi: Two men were
arrested by the Delhi
Police from Rohini for al-
legedly smuggling liquor
to Bihar, a dry state, police
said Thursday. The ac-
cused had stacked the bot-
tles inside hollow ply
wood doors, which had to
be taken out using a ham-
mer and chisel. A total of
six wooden doors with
2,112 miniature (90 ml)
liquor bottles were recov-
ered from a truck. All the
bottles were those of Royal
Green Whiskey and
meant for sale in Punjab
only, said police. ENS

Lawyers for Sameer
Mahendru levelled
claims of
unprofessional
behaviour by ED
during questioning
of his employees

were called and forced tomake a
statement. The agency calls
other employees by making
phone calls from their phones.
They call directly without sum-
mons,” he further alleged.

“Which procedure says ‘call
people during midnight'?”
Mahendru'’s counsel asked.

“Iwill call for the cell location.
Till midnight whether they were
there ornot. Doitinalegal man-
ner, not in a manner like this,”
the judge warned the ED.

The judge added, “Doitina fair
manner. If there is physical torture,
T'will call for CCTV footage.”

Special Public Prosecutor N K
Matta, appearing for the ED, told
the court that the agency fol-
lowed proper procedure during
questioning. “Summons are is-
sued. Higher authorities’ permis-
sion is taken. There is no entry
like that,” he said.

Mahendru's lawyers said they
would file an application naming
ED officers responsible for the al-
leged unprofessional behaviour.

Accused acquitted in DU student’s murder,
family to knock on Supreme Court’s door

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 3

“WE HAVE been fighting for 13
years now. This should have
been over long back but we are
still standing strong. [ want jus-
tice for my daughter and I will
keep pushing. We will approach
the Supreme Court,” said
Vijender, father of 21-year-old
Delhi University student Nitika
Singh, who was kidnapped and
killed in Outer Delhi’'s Mundka

in 2009. On Monday, the Delhi
High Court acquitted the three
accused in the case, saying there
was no evidence on record that
could prove the guilt of the men
“beyond reasonable doubt”.

On September 14, 2009,
Nitika was heading home from
college when she was allegedly
kidnapped. The next day, her
family received a call, claiming
that a man had shot her and
dumped her body.

Based on a tip-off, a search
was conducted at his house and

Nitika’s body was recovered. It
was wrapped in a black bag
with a wound on her head.
Three men — Yashu, Vineet and
Sunil — were eventually ar-
rested and sentenced to life im-
prisonment in 2020.

For her family, Nitika was
going to be the first graduate.
She wanted to study more,
build a house for her parents
and become a teacher.

They said they are trying to
submit an appeal in the apex
court to look at the case.

“We will file an appeal and
challenge the HC order. My
daughter was kidnapped, tor-
tured and killed. The men can’t
be roaming free. We have al-
ready lost everything. [ am
ready to sell everything but will
keep fighting the case,” said
Vijender. After Nitika’s death,
her family shifted from Mundka
to West Delhi, and her parents,
who were farmers, left their
jobs.

They have two daughters
and a son who works in the

property consulting business.

The family’s lawyer, Sunil
Gupta, told The Indian Express,
“They have suffered a lot... the
father’s mental and physical
health has deteriorated. After
seeing the High Court order, he
asked me to file an appeal be-
fore the SC. We will see what le-
gal aid can be offered to the
family. When [ speak to
Vijender, he keeps saying, ‘vakil
sahab, kuch karo. kuch karo’. 1
will take action as per legal pro-
cedure.”

Restaurants flag delay in getting eating house
licences; following procedure say Delhi Police

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 3

AFTER DEALING with multiple is-
sues such as pandemic-related
lockdowns and sudden changes
inliquor policy, restaurantsin the
capital have anew worry at hand
—delay inacquiring Eating House
licences from the Delhi Police.
Multiple restaurants have
presently claimed to be awaiting
renewals and granting of new li-
cences, owing to which, their
business may be impacted.

“As Delhi has reverted to the
old liquor policy, any eatery with-
out a police licence can’t get an
excise licence, for which, we have
time only till December 31 this
year,” says Rajneesh Malik,
Director at Sidewok, adding that
two licences for his restaurants —
one fresh and another renewal —
have been pending for long.

As per National Restaurant
Association of India (NRAI) esti-
mates, more than 250-300 such
licences are awaited by restaura-
teurs asof now, whichincludere-

Cab driver beaten up
by ‘passengers’ who
make off with vehicle

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 3

A CAB driver with an app-based
company was allegedly thrashed
and robbed by three men who
posed as passengers in North
Delhi. Police said the driver, Raj
Kumar, alleged his belongings
and car were robbed and he was
left at Manesar, Haryana, with
his hands tied and blindfolded.

The incident took place in the
early hours of October 15. The
Delhi Police have arrested two of
the accused, Vikas and Rajesh
Kumar, from Rajasthan while
Rajasthan police arrested two of
their associates, Vikas Kumar
and Satya Narayan.

According to police, on
October 14, the gang planned to
roba car. The men stood outside
Sarai Rohilla railway station and
hailed Kumar’s cab, saying their
phone wasn't working. They al-
legedly offered to pay him Rs
400 in cash to drop them at
Dhaula Kuan. “At Zakhira flyover,
one of the accused got down on
the pretext of urinating. The oth-
ers tried to strangle the driver

and pushed himin the back seat.
They allegedly took his phone
and wallet, and tied his hands
and blindfolded him, while one
of the accused drove the car. The
driver was pushed out near
Manesar,” said an officer.

Ateam under Inspector Shish
Pal started scanning CCTVs
around the spot but the accused
had fled. “Based on footage out-
side the railway station, we found
that the accused had come in an
auto. The team traced the auto
driver and questioned him. We
took his phone and tracked his
journey through a GPS system. It
was revealed that the accused
were picked up from Gandhi
Nagar. Another team found that
the accused are from Rajasthan
and were staying with a cousin.
The cousinrevealed information
about the gang,” said police.

DCP (North) Sagar Singh Kalsi
said, “We checked records of tolls
on the route. We found tax
against the car was deducted at
Manesar. CCTV footage also re-
vealed thereis afourth accused.”

Based on footage and details
from the cousin, police arrested
the accused.

As per NRAI estimates, more than 250 licences are awaited
by big and small restaurateurs across Delhi as of now. Archive

newals and fresh applications.
While delay in renewals compli-
cate other licences and paper-
work, delay in fresh licences cause
monetary setbacks for owners as
they've invested huge amounts
for setting up an eatery, says Kabir
Suri, President of NRAI, and Co-
Founder of Azure Hospitality.
Earlier this week, Delhi L-G VK
Saxena had announced setting up
of adedicated committee to ease

and facilitate licensing require-
ments of restaurants, eating
houses and hotels. NRAI puts the
pendency of licences at a stagger-
ing 80%. “No less than 80-85% ap-
plications have been pending
since April,” the association says,
adding, “We are concerned if such
a tremendous backlog can be
cleared over next two months.”
A prominent restaurateur,
who doesn’t want to be named,

said, “It’s ironic that getting an
arms licence in Delhi is easier
than getting an eating house li-
cence.” Not even one restaurant
opened in the last 4-6 months has
gotalicence, he added.

OP Mishra, Joint CP
(Licensing), said, “All the work is
done on the unified portal online.
There’s no delay from our side
since we process such applica-
tions daily. The problem arises
whenrestaurants don’t submitall
the files/documents we ask for.
We have to send back such appli-
cations and they have to file it
again. We look for all permits,
DPCC clearance, fire permits and
other paperwork. We have even
been sympathetic towards
restaurants during the pandemic
with the licences since their busi-
nesses were suffering. We only
ask for all permits and documents
to be in place to avoid any prob-
lems in the future. Due process-
ingisdone and alicence is given.”

But restaurateurs say ever
since the system has become
completely digital, it hasbecome
more complicated. “Now, there s

no interface or an official whom
we can meet regarding pendency
of our applications or to answer
queries physically,” said another
prominent restaurateur, who
claims his three applications have
been pending for six months.

Mishraadded, “..Licences are
generated by licensing units for
three years now, which used tobe
one year earlier. The issues of
many licensees are also resolved
in real-time when they are
brought to our notice during the
Friday public hearing.”

Deadline to
avail power
subsidy for
Oct extended

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 3

THE LAST day to get power sub-
sidy for the month of October has
been extended by the Delhi gov-
ernment, and consumers can
opt-in till November 15.

When the application win-
dow closed on October 31,around
35 lakh consumers had applied
for the subsidy till that date.

“Taking cognizance of the de-
mand of Delhiites, the Delhi
government has extended the
electricity subsidy application
window till November 15. The
applicants who opt-in for the sub-
sidy by November 15 can avail of
the benefit from October 1 on-
wards itself,” a statement issued
by the government said.

There are 58 lakh electricity
consumers in Delhi, out of which
47 lakh consumers received sub-
sidy till September this year.
Around 35 lakh consumers have
opted-in so far. The Delhi gov-
ernment provides 100% subsidy
to those who use up to 200 units
of electricity. Those who use up
to 400 units get a 50% subsidy,
capped at Rs 850. Around 30
lakh consumers, on an average,
were not paying any bills over
the past year.

RUSSIA - INDIA

75 Years of Diplomatic Relations

A one-of-a-kind coffee table book, covers the full spectrum of the myriad,

celebratory aspects innate to the

diplomatic ties between the Republic of India and
the Russian Federation. The enriching, visual
delight, an initiative of the marketing solutions
team of The Indian Express Group -
celebrates the epoch-making milestone of the
75th anniversary of the exemplary diplomatic
relations between these countries that has stood
the test of time and grown deeper and stronger.

rich and long-standing history of

RED -

Advt. No. 39/2022/IISER-T/Rect./04.11.2022

(An Autonomous Institute under Ministry of Education, Govt. of India)

RECRUITMENT FOR THE POST OF “PROFESSOR (PHYSICS)”

IISER Tirupati invites online applications from Indian nationals having
excellent academic record and relevant work experience for the post of
Professor (Physics) onregular basis.
For detailed advertisement, please visit www.iisertirupati.ac.in and
click on the link “Job Opportunities-Academic-Faculty”.
The last date for submission of online applications is

December 05, 2022.

Sd/-
Registrar
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Regd. Office: The Grand Plazs, Plot Mo.2, Nelzan Mendefa Road, Vasant Kun- Phase-1t, Maw Dalhi - 110070, I CIM MO, L3BAT DL1984PLCD 7254

STATEMENT OF STANDALONE AND CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE GUARTER AND HALF YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2022

No. 1338/DI/NDVSU/2022

Nanaji Deshmukh Veterinary Science University, Jabalpur

Dated:02/11/2022
ADMISSION NOTICE

Applications on the prescribed form are invited for admission
to M.Sc. Animal Biotechnology, Ph.D. Animal Biotechnology/
Ph.D. Wildlife Health Management and Post Graduate Diploma
in Wildlife Health Management for the academic session 2022-
23. Last date for submission of form is 22/11/2022. The
prospectus and application form can be downloaded from the
University website: www.ndvsu.org.
I/c. Director of Instruction

NDVSU, Jabalpur
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Ph. D.Full Tirme} and Ph.D.{Part Time)
Admission Hotification - January, 2023
Insliluta = offering admisson o PO, program in e aeas of
Engnaeing and Sclencas staring from Jarusy 2023, The datails
al varmus schemes, inflermalion braclure, appbcalion farmis), rules
and refuistions &2 applicabla for PhDoFull Timea) and Fh.OLGPart
Time) admissan will be available oa Insiinc’'s wehsic
worwoynitac.in from 03° Howvember, 2022 The last date of
submission of application form is 23 Novembaor, 2022 Eligikic
candidatas ara inviled o appty o the prescibed spplicabon fam:as).
REGISTRAR
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